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SUBJECT: JAPANESE PRESS STORY ON US-NORTH KOREAN CONTACTS 

1. JUNE 24 TOKYO PRESS FEATURED STORY QUOTING UNIDENTIPIED 
JAPANESE "GOVERNMENT LEADER" THAT IT WAS HIS IMPRESSION 
THAT US MIGHT DISPATCH EMISSARY TO KPRK IN NEAR PUTURE. STORY 
RECEIVED ONLY MODERATE PLAY AND DISAPPEARED IN LATER EDITIONS. 

2. WE HAVE CONFIRMED THROUGH BOTH FONOFF AND PRESS SOURCES 
THAT UNIDENTIPIED LEADER WAS IN FACT CHIEF CABINET SECRETARY 
SONODA. ACCORDING TO JAPANESE JOURNALIST PRESENT AT SONODA'S 
BRIEPING, SONODA HAD NOTED IN PASSING: "WE HAVE BEEN TOLD 
THAT US MIGHT SEND AN OFPICIAL TO NORTH KOREAN SOON." WHEN 
PRESS JUMPED ON STATEMENT, SONODA QUICKLY BACKED OFP. ONE 
OP SONODA'S AIDES SUBSEQUENTLY INFORMED PRESS THAT NO SUCH 
REPORT OP POSSIBLE US EMISSARY HAD COME PROM PONOFP. 

ACCORDING TO JOURNALISH, JAPANESE PRESS REALIZED THAT 
SONODA'S COMMENT WAS "SO UNLIKELY " THAT IT WAS DECIDED TO 
GIVE IT ONLY MODERATE COVERAGE. 

3. ACCORDING TO JOURNALIST, PONOPF HAS TAKEN PAINS 
TO DENY STORY PULLY IN TODAY'S PRESS BACKGROUNDERS. 

IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFP, PONOPF NE ASIA DIVISION 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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OPFICIAL EXPRESSED PERSONAL EMBARRASSMENT OVER 
SONODA'S MISSTATEMENT AND REITERATED THAT GOJ 
COMPLETELY UNDERSTOOD US POLICY IN REGARD TO 
DISCUSSIONS WITH NORTH KOREA (I.E., ONLY WITH 
PARTICIPATION OP ROK). 

4. QUESTION REMAINS PROM WHERE SONODA RECEIVED THIS 
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FALSE IMPRESSION. JOURNALIST AND FONOFF SOURCES 
NOTED THAT SONODA HAD RECENTLY MET SEVERAL TIMES 
WITH LDP DIET MEMBER CHUJI KUNO, WELL-KNOWN BOTH 
FOR HIS PRO-PYONGYANG SYMPATHIES AND HIS DESIRE TO 
INITIATE DIALOGUE BETWEEN DPRK AND BOTH JAPAN AND 
US. IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT KUNO'S WISHFUL 
THINKING MISLED SONODA, WHOSE DEALINGS WITH PRESS 
HAVE NEVER BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY CAUTION OR RESTRAINT. 

MANSFIELD 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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